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1 . Name _ 

historic _ _ _ 

and/or common Loft Hi s tor i c D i s t r i c t South 

2. Location 
500 block West Pratt Street 

street & number 100 block South Paca Street n/fl_ not tor publication 

city, town Baltimore n/a vicinity of congressional district Seventh 

state Maryland code 24 county independent c i t y code 5 1 ° 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

- district public X occupied : agriculture museum 
V . building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work In progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process £, yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted % industrial transportation 
J J L n o t appl icable n o military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name See Continuation Sheet No. 1 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse 

street & number 100 North Calvert S tree t 

city, town Baltimore 8 t a t e Maryland 21202 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust 
His tor ic S i t e s Inventory has this property been determined eleglble? • yes JL_ no 

date 1984 federal -JL state county local 

depository for survey records Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust, 21 S ta te Circ le 

Annapolis c l a t o Maryland 21401 
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OWNERS: 

1 . G r e e n e r y A s s o c i a t e s L t d . P a r t n e r s h i p ( G r e e n e h o u s e ) 
c / o J o s e p h P i t t o r i n o 
C a p i t a l Ga rdne r C o r p o r a t i o n 
445 Pa rk Avenue 
New York , New York 10022 

2 . Marco Shoe Company 
536-542 West P r a t t S t r e e t 
B a l t i m o r e , Maryland 21201 

3 . P a c a - P r a t t L i m i t e d P a r t n e r s h i p 
c / o Mr. David K o r n b l a t t 
25 South C h a r l e s S t r e e t 
B a l t i m o r e , Mary land 21201 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES: 

Blum, I s a d o r e . The Jews of B a l t i m o r e ( B a l t i m o r e : H i s t o r i c a l Review 
P u b l i s h i n g Company), 1910 . 

E n g l e h a r d t , G e o r g e . B a l t i m o r e C i t y : The Book of I t s Board of T r a d e , 1 8 9 5 . 

W a l s h , R i c h a r d and W i l l i a m Lloyd Fox , e d . M a r y l a n d , A H i s t o r y 1 6 3 2 - 1 9 7 4 . 
B a l t i m o r e : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , 1974 , p p . 4 0 8 - 4 3 1 . 
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7. Description B-4094 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

JL good ruins _JL altered moved date __ 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Number of Resources 
Contr ibut ing Noncont r ibut ing Number of p r ev ious ly l i s t e d 

6 0 b u i l d i n g s Na t iona l Reg i s t e r p r o p e r t i e s 
0 0 s i t e s included in t h i s nominat ion: 
1 0 s t r u c t u r e s ( see Cont inua t ion Sheet No. 3) 

— o b J e c t s O r i g i n a l and h i s t o r i c f unc t i ons 
7 0 T o t a l and u s e s : i n d u s t r i a l 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY: 

The Lof t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t Sou th i s o n e of two c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of l a r g e -
s c a l e b r i c k i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s e r e c t e d p r i m a r i l y f o r t h e g a r m e n t i n d u s t r y 
be tween a b o u t 1890 and 1 9 1 0 . The o t h e r a r e a i s c a l l e d t h e L o f t H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t N o r t h . The m u l t i - s t o r i e d s t r u c t u r e s , m o s t l y f i v e t o n i n e s t o r i e s and 
commonly c a l l e d l o f t b u i l d i n g s b e c a u s e of t h e u n p a r t i t i o n e d i n t e r i o r s p a c e s , 
g e n e r a l l y have huge p r o p o r t i o n s and e l a b o r a t e e x t e r i o r d e c o r a t i v e d e t a i l i n g 
r e f l e c t i n g V i c t o r i a n , Romanesque, and C l a s s i c a l i n f l u e n c e s . The L o f t H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t Sou th i s made up o f s i x b u i l d i n g s , o n e of which may h a v e b e e n b u i l t a s 
an a d d i t i o n t o a n o t h e r , and one s t r u c t u r e , t h e f a c a d e of a s t a b l e w h i c h was 

© demol i shed e a r l y i n 1 9 8 4 , t h a t l i n e t h e 500 b l o c k of West P r a t t S t r e e t . F i v e 
of t h e b u i l d i n g s r a n g e from f o u r t o n i n e s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t . Four e x h i b i t 
Romanesque i n f l u e n c e w i t h round a r c h e s , a s t r o n g s e n s e of w e i g h t and m a s s i v e n e s s , 
and d e c o r a t i v e s t o n e and b r i c k w o r k . The b e s t examples of t h e Romanesque 
i n f l u e n c e d b u i l d i n g s a r e t h e Marco B u i l d i n g a t 536-542 and t h e s t r u c t u r e s a t 
519-525 West P r a t t S t r e e t . The Romanesque i s a l s o s e e n i n t h e b u i l d i n g a t 
527 and t h e f a c a d e a t 5 3 2 . Two b u i l d i n g s , t h e P a c a - P r a t t ( S o n n e b o r n B u i l d i n g ) 
a t 110 Paca S t r e e t a t P r a t t and 529 West P r a t t h a v e s t r o n g C l a s s i c a l d e c o r a t i v e 
f e a t u r e s . The P a c a - P r a t t i s n i n e s t o r i e s w i t h t h e s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n s d i v i d e d 
s y m m e t r i c a l l y by p i l a s t e r s . The b u i l d i n g s , some of which h a v e b e e n r e h a b i l i t a t e d 
i n r e c e n t y e a r s f o r a p a r t m e n t s (519 t o 5 3 9 ) , h a v e a h i g h l e v e l of i n t e g r i t y of 
d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s and w o r k m a n s h i p , wh ich c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h t h e h i s t o r i c i n d u s t r i a l n a t u r e of t h e a r e a . The b u i l d i n g s i n t h i s d i s t r i c t 
a r e s i m i l a r i n s i z e , m a t e r i a l s , and s c a l e t o t h o s e i n t h e L o f t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
N o r t h , j u s t s e p a r a t e d by a g r o u p of d i s s i m i l a r b u i l d i n g s . 

For G e n e r a l D e s c r i p t i o n , s e e C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t No. 2 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

This small d i s t r i c t is located ju s t south of Loft Historic Di s t r i c t North, 
east of the University of Maryland campus and the Ridgely's Delight Historic 
Dis t r i c t and west of the Inner Harbor and developing hotel row. Direct ly off 
the Russell Street extension of Baltimore-Washington Parkway, the d i s t r i c t i s 
highly v i s i b l e at one of Baltimore's major approach routes into the c i t y . The 
buildings are general ly characterized by massive red brick facades, although 
the Paca-Pratt Building i s constructed of buff color br icks . They range 
s t y l i s t i c a l l y from the Neo-Classical and early modern indus t r i a l design of the 
Paca-Pratt Building to the Romanesque Heywood Brothers or Marco Building to 
the Victorian or ig ina l Erlanger Building of the Greenhouse Loft Apartments 
Complex. The following i s a descript ion of the buildings and building groupings 
that make up the Loft Historic Di s t r i c t South area. 

The Greenehouse loft apartment complex i s made up of four turn of the century 
brick s t ruc tures . The easternmost building, 519-525. West Pra t t S t ree t , i s nine 
bays wide and i s six s to r i e s high. I t i s constructed of s t re tcher bond brick 
with iron s toref ronts and stone de ta i l i ng . Four brick p ie rs ending in pyramidal 
pinnacles and ba l l f i n i a l s divide the facade into three sec t ions . A large two 
story archway with grotesque key stone basket weave molded brick work, t e r r a 
cot ta ornamental spandrels and b i l l e t brick molding at archways provides decoration 
to the facade. The adjoining building at 527 West Pra t t Street i s a simpler 
seven story high, three bay wide addition with a wooden s toref ront , egg and dar t 
molding and arched windows on the seventh f loor . The th i rd building at 529 West 
Pra t t Street i s the small two story entrance to the complex. Glass bridges 
connecting the upper f loors of the complex r i s e above th i s simple brick s t ruc ture 
with battlemented parapet. The westernmost building is a four story high, four 
bay wide indus t r i a l building with large multi-paned windows. I t features corbeled 
brick work. A new mural has been painted on the rear of t h i s building depicting 
a scene of the Inner Harbor and Pride of Baltimore. A new f i r s t floor awning 
uni f ies the d iverse buildings and iden t i f i es them as the Greenehouse. 

The present Marco Building, o r ig ina l ly Heywood Brothers Building, i s located 
at the northeast corner of Prat t and Greene St ree ts d i r e c t l y across the s t r ee t 
from the Greenehouse. This common bond brick building with stone foundation i s 
seven s to r ies high and twelve bays wide. The f i r s t floor i s defined by four 
la rge archways. The f i a s t two leve ls feature bands of stonework. The upper 
f loors of the building are punctuated by four over four windows with shared 
rough stone l i n t e l s . An arcaded seventh floor level and corbelled cornice 
completes the facade. 

The two s tory brick facade next to the Heywood Brothers Building continues 
the arched character of t h i s building on the f i r s t floor l e v e l . Original ly 
bu i l t as a l i ve ry s tab le , i t i s only two s to r ies high. The second floor windows 
are bisected by a rough stone band course which runs through the lower th i rd of 
the openings. The cornice area was removed years ago. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 3 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION (cont inued) 

The immense Paca - P r a t t Bu i ld ing , h i s t o r i c a l l y known as the Sonneborn 
Bui ld ing , s t a n d s next to t h i s two s t o r y s t r u c t u r e a t t he northwest corner of 
Paca and P r a t t S t r e e t s . Constructed of r e i n f o r c e d conc re t e with a buff b r i c k 
and l imes tone f acade , t h e b u i l d i n g i s n i n e s t o r i e s h igh , eleven bays wide on 
Paca S t r e e t and t en bays wide on P r a t t S t r e e t . I t f e a t u r e s a n e o - c l a s s i c a l 
facade t r ea tmen t wi th a broken pediment entranceway and l a r g e sign a r e a s wi th 
p i l a s t e r s and l a r g e e n t a b l a t u r e s . The upper f l o o r s a r e punctuated by l a r g e 
mult i -paned windows which make up most of t h e main bu i ld ing f acades . A l a r g e 
d e n t i l l e d s tone c o r n i c e caps the f acade . O r i g i n a l wooden water t anks r i s e up 
above the roof l i n e . 

The e x t e r i o r c o n d i t i o n s of the b u i l d i n g a r e g e n e r a l l y good. The facade of 
t h e Greenehouse complex has been cleaned and renovated in a manner t h a t i s 
p r i m a r i l y in keeping with i t s o r i g i n a l d e s i g n . The P a c a - P r a t t Bui lding i s in 
t h e e a r l y s t a g e s of r e n o v a t i o n . Important a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s have been 
main ta ined . The d i s t r i c t was t i g h t l y confined to t ake in the l a r g e b r i c k l o f t 
type b u i l d i n g s and compatible s t r u c t u r e s , t h e r e f o r e t h e r e a r e no i n t r u s i o n s or 
vacant l o t s w i th in the d i s t r i c t . 

Number of p r e v i o u s l y l i s t e d Nat iona l R e g i s t e r p r o p e r t i e s included in t h i s 
nominat ion: ~ 

1 . Sonneborn Bui ld ing ( P a c a - P r a t t Bui ld ing) 
110 South Paca S t r e e t a t P r a t t S t r e e t 
Entered: 29 October 1982 

2 . Inner Harbor Lof ts I I (Er langer Bui ld ings ) 
519-525, 527, 529 and 531 West P r a t t S t r e e t 
Entered: 10 March 1980 



8. Significance B-4094 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature .sculpture 
1600-1699 JL_ architecture education military — _ social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

JL_ 1800-1899 JL_ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
X 1900- communications JL_ industry politics government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates c > 189Q-191Q Builder/Architect v a r i o u s 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
A p p l i c a b l e C r i t e r i a : A, B, C 

A p p l i c a b l e E x c e p t i o n s : none 
S i g n i f i c a n c e E v a l u a t e d : l o c a l 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY: 

The Lof t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t South i s o n e of two c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of l a r g e -
s c a l e b r i c k l o f t i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s e r e c t e d be tween 1890 and 1910 p r i m a r i l y 
f o r t h e ga rmen t i n d u s t r y d u r i n g a p e r i o d when t h e ma jo r i n d u s t r y i n m e t r o p o l i t a n 
B a l t i m o r e was c l o t h i n g and t h e c i t y was a n a t i o n a l l e a d e r i n t h e f i e l d of r e a d y 
t o wear c l o t h i n g . Two n o t a b l e f i r m s t h a t w e r e l o c a t e d i n t h e L o f t H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t South a r e t h e S o n n e b o r n Company w h i c h made r e v o l u t i o n a r y a d v a n c e s i n 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g e f f i c i e n c y and l a b o r , and t h e E r l a n g e r M a n u f a c t u r i n g Company 
wh ich made a d v a n c e s i n t h e d e s i g n of u n d e r w e a r which d r a m a t i c a l l y changed t h e 
i n d u s t r y . At t h e t i m e of c o n s t r u c t i o n i n 1 9 0 5 , t h e Sonneborn Company b u i l d i n g 
was t h e l a r g e s t c l o t h i n g f a c t o r y i n t h e n a t i o n and t h e f i r s t known a t t e m p t t o 
c o n s o l i d a t e a l l a s p e c t s of c l o t h i n g m a n u f a c t u r e u n d e r a s i n g l e r o o f . A d d i t i o n a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e i s a c q u i r e d t h r o u g h t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l m e r i t of t h e b u i l d i n g s wh ich 
e x h i b i t t h e i n f l u e n c e s of t h e V i c t o r i a n , Romanesque, and C l a s s i c a l s t y l e s a s 
w e l l a s t h e p r o d u c t s of B a l t i m o r e a r c h i t e c t s and b u i l d e r s . S i g n i f i c a n c e i s 
a l s o drawn on a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h p e r s o n s of s i g n i f i c a n c e i n B a l t i m o r e ' s i n d u s t r i a l 
h i s t o r y such a s Henry Sonneborn and C h a r l e s E r l a n g e r . 

For h i s t o r y and s u p p o r t i n g d o c u m e n t a t i o n , s e e C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t No. 4 
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT; 

As B a l t i m o r e C i t y g rew i n t o a major m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a i n t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y , t h e s t r u c t u r e of i t s downtown a r e a changed from a homogenous n a t u r e t o 
a c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t w i t h d i s t i n c t i v e c e n t e r s of f i n a n c e , g o v e r n m e n t , 
r e t a i l i n g and i n d u s t r y . I n d u s t r i e s which were c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o s h i p p i n g and 
major f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s g e n e r a l l y l o c a t e d n e a r t h e w a t e r f r o n t on t h e 
e a s t e r n p o r t i o n of t h e downtown a r e a . A sma l l government c e n t e r g rew up i n t h e 
v i c i n i t y of t h e B a t t l e Monument and C i t y H a l l . The majo r r e t a i l i n g and 
d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s l o c a t e d n e a r L e x i n g t o n M a r k e t , t h e ma jo r m a r k e t p l a c e f o r t h e 
c i t y . O t h e r i n d u s t r i e s , most n o t a b l y , t h e c l o t h i n g i n d u s t r y l o c a t e d j u s t west 
of t h e h a r b o r , b u t n e a r t h e major r a i l r o a d t e r m i n a l i n t h e c i t y . The g r e a t e s t 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n of p e r i o d (1870-1910) w a r e h o u s e s , v e r t i c a l m a n u f a c t o r i e s , and 
commerc ia l b u i l d i n g s i n t h e e n t i r e s t a t e a r e s t i l l e x t a n t w i t h i n t h i s g e n e r a l 
a r e a known a s t h e Lof t D i s t r i c t . 

These b u i l d i n g s a r e v i t a l l y l i n k e d t o t h e i m p o r t a n c e of B a l t i m o r e a s a ma jo r 
c l o t h i n g c e n t e r and t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e c l o t h i n g i n d u s t r y was t h e c h i e f 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g a c t i v i t y of t h i s c i t y i n t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r i e s . Nex t t o New York , B a l t i m o r e was t h e l a r g e s t c l o t h i n g m a n u f a c t u r e r 
in t h e c o u n t r y . The p r o x i m i t y t o t h e h a r b o r a r e a and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e l o c a t i o n 
of t h e B & 0 R a i l r o a d ' s Camden S t a t i o n Yards (1851) made t h e a r e a v a l u a b l e a s 
a p l a c e f o r m a n u f a c t u r i n g , w i t h d i s t r i b u t i o n and r e c e i v i n g t e r m i n a l s c l o s e a t 
h a n d . 

The e a r l y i n d u s t r i e s of t h i s a r e a f i r s t l o c a t e d i n s m a l l e r s t r u c t u r e s t h a t 
were o f t e n a d d i t i o n s and a d a p t a t i o n s t o p r e v i o u s r o w h o u s e s o r s m a l l s t o r e f r o n t 
b u i l d i n g s . A l t h o u g h some l o f t t y p e v e r t i c a l m a n u f a c t o r i e s were b u i l t i n t h e 
1860s and 7 0 s t o mee t t h e n e e d s of i n c r e a s i n g l y l a r g e i n d u s t r i e s and t h e h i g h 
v a l u e of downtown l a n d , t h e s e f i v e t o s i x s t o r y h i g h b u i l d i n g s w e r e g e n e r a l l y 
n a r r o w s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t on l o t s l e s s t h a n 25 f e e t w i d e . Some were c o n s t r u c t e d 
w i t h f a s h i o n a b l e c a s t i r o n f a c a d e s . I t w a s n ' t u n t i l t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 
A b e l l B u i l d i n g i n t h e e a r l y 1870s t h a t t h e l a t e r , m a s s i v e , b r i c k i n d u s t r i a l 
b u i l d i n g s w h i c h make up t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e L o f t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t N o r t h 
a r e a f i r s t a p p e a r e d . 

The b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n t h e d i s t r i c t a r e g e n e r a l l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d by b r i c k 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ( a l t h o u g h some h a v e c a s t i r o n , s t o n e and t e r r a c o t t a d e t a i l s ) and 
b u i l d i n g s o v e r f i v e s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t which were b u i l t on l a r g e l o t s , g e n e r a l l y 
o v e r f i f t y f e e t w i d e . The huge s i z e of t h e s t r u c t u r e s a r e i n d i c a t i v e of t h e 
g rowing s i z e of t h e i n d u s t r i e s t h a t b u i l t and o c c u p i e d t hem, however some were 
b u i l t a s r e a l e s t a t e v e n t u r e s and n o t f o r a s p e c i f i c s i n g l e u s e . A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
t h e b u i l d i n g s w e r e a d a p t a t i o n s of V i c t o r i a n and Romanesque s t y l e s f o r i n d u s t r i a l 
d e s i g n in o t h e r c i t i e s . The Heywood B r o t h e r s B u i l d i n g h a s f i r s t f l o o r a r c h w a y s 
s i m i l a r t o Henry L o u i s S u l l i v a n ' s Reye r son B u i l d i n g i n C h i c a g o . 

See C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t No. 5 
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT (cont inued) 

The Heywood Bro thers Bui ld ing was designed by George Archer who i s b e s t 
known for Wal te rs Bath House #2 which i s l i s t e d on the Nat ional R e g i s t e r of 
H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . The a r c h i t e c t of the P a c a - P r a t t Building was t h e f i rm of 
Simonson & P i e t s c h . This noteworthy t u r n of t h e cen tury Bal t imore f i rm was 
r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e Rotunda, o r i g i n a l U.S .F . & G. Bui ld ing, the F i sh Market , 
Tower Bui lding and Southern Ho te l . The s p e c i f i c design for the b u i l d i n g i s 
c r e d i t e d to Lucius R. White who s t a r t e d h i s c a r e e r with Simonson & P i e t s c h but 
l a t e r went on to des ign t h e Court Square Bu i ld ing . 

The l o f t b u i l d i n g s and c o m p a t i b l e s t r u c t u r e s in the d i s t r i c t 
d i s p l a y a weal th of a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g s i m i l a r to those seen in t h e Loft 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t North a r e a . The o r i g i n a l Erlanger Building i s b e s t known for 
i t s V i c t o r i a n d e c o r a t i o n s which i nc lude , g r o t e s q u e s , l a r g e archways, c a s t i ron 
p a n e l s , basket weave molded b r i ck work and t e r r a c o t t a pyramidal p i n n a c l e s wi th 
b a l l f i n i a l s . The Heywood Bro thers Building d i s p l a y s impress ive Richardson ian 
Romanesque a rches on t h e f i r s t f l o o r . The band courses on t h i s l e v e l of s t one 

& o r i g i n a l l y c o n t r a s t e d d r a m a t i c a l l y wi th t h e co io r of the b r i c k . The arched f i r s t 

f l oo r l e v e l i s continued on t h e small two s t o r y bu i ld ing next door . The Paca-
P r a t t Bui ld ing i s noteworthy for i t s Neo-Clas s i ca l s t y l e and e a r l y modern a p p e a r 
ance . As t h e l a r g e s t bu i ld ing in the a r e a , i t overwhelms i t s e a r l i e r ne ighbor s 
and s i g n i f i e s a new type of i n d u s t r i a l s t r u c t u r e b u i l t of r e i n f o r c e d c o n c r e t e 
wi th l a r g e a i r y windows. The degree of d e t a i l on these i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s 
r e f l e c t an a r c h i t e c t u r a l a r e a where ornament and f i n e craf tsmanship were 
recognized even for f a c t o r y s t r u c t u r e s . Taken a s a whole, t h e s e seven i n d u s t r i a l 
b u i l d i n g s produce a d i v e r s i t y of d e t a i l , s t y l e and ornament, ye t r e t a i n a 
conformity in m a t e r i a l s and s c a l e to produce one of the f i n e s t n i n e t e e n t h 
cen tu ry i n d u s t r i a l s t r e e t s c a p e s in Ba l t imore . 

Many of B a l t i m o r e ' s l a r g e s t garment i n d u s t r i e s a s well a s o the r impor tant 
i n d u s t r i a l u s e s occupied t h e b u i l d i n g s of the Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t South. 
The most importnat firm was Henry Sonneborn and Company. I t was t h e l a r g e s t 
i n d i v i d u a l c l o t h i n g maker in t h e count ry and was the f i r s t c l o t h i n g b u s i n e s s in 
t h e coun t ry t o e s t a b l i s h a c o u r t of i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s . The small l i v e r y , 
s t a b l e next to t h e P a c a - P r a t t Bui lding was used by Sonneborn by t h e 1930s. I t 
a l so housed Rothol tz Bro the r s , the l a r g e s t c l o t h e s sponger (a method to p reven t 
c l o t h from sh r ink ing ) in t h e c i t y for many y e a r s . The Greenehouse Complex 
o r i g i n a l l y housed the Er langer Manufacturing Company t h a t produced BVD underwear . 
They made major advances on t h e des ign of underwear t h a t r e v o l u t i o n i z e d t h e 
i n d u s t r y . The Heywood Bro the r s Building housed a leading c h a i r manufac turer 
and l a t e r was occupied by important l o c a l garment f i rms inc lud ing North B r o t h e r s -
S t r a u s s and Londontown, which now produces London Fog outerwear . 

i 
See Cont inua t ion Sheet No. 6 
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT ( c o n t i n u e d ) 

Both Henry Sonneborn and C h a r l e s E r l a n g e r were i m p o r t a n t i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h e 
garment i n d u s t r y . Sonneborn a l s o p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h e u n i o n i z a t i o n of 
t h e ga rmen t i n d u s t r y , t h e deve lopmen t of o t h e r B a l t i m o r e b u s i n e s s e s and a l e a d e r 
f o r B a l t i m o r e ' s J e w i s h communi ty . 

The L o f t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t South a r e a s t i l l r e t a i n s a few g a r m e n t m a n u f a c 
t u r e r s , b u t many have l e f t t h i s a r e a f o r s u b u r b a n s i t e s and one s t o r y l e v e l 
s t r u c t u r e s . The b u i l d i n g s a r e h i g h l y a d a p t a b l e f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and o f f i c e u s e s . 
The G r e e n e h o u s e r e p r e s e n t s o n e s u c h c o n v e r s i o n and o t h e r p r o j e c t s a r e i n p l a n n i n g 
s t a g e s . N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r d e s i g n a t i o n f o r t h i s a r e a w i l l p r o v i d e needed t a x 
i n c e n t i v e s i n o r d e r t o make s u c h e f f o r t s e c o n o m i c a l l y f e a s i b l e and h e l p r e v i t a l i z e 
t h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t a r e a a s h o r t wa lk from C h a r l e s C e n t e r and t h e 
I n n e r H a r b o r . 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: 

Ve rba l Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 

Beg inn ing a t t h e s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r of Greene and Lemmon S t r e e t s ; 
t h e n c e b i n d i n g e a s t e r n l y on t h e s o u t h s i d e of Lemmon S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e 

wes t s i d e of Paca S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e b i n d i n g s o u t h e r n l y on t h e wes t s i d e of P a c a S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e s o u t h 

s i d e of P r a t t S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e b i n d i n g w e s t e r n l y on t h e s o u t h s i d e of P r a t t S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e 

e a s t e r n p r o p e r t y l i n e of t h e p r o p e r t y known a s 5 1 9 - 5 2 5 West P r a t t S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e b i n d i n g s o u t h e r n l y on s a i d p r o p e r t y l i n e t o i n t e r s e c t t h e n o r t h s i d e 

of Dover S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e b i n d i n g w e s t e r n l y on t h e n o r t h s i d e o f Dover S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e 

e a s t s i d e of Greene S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e b i n d i n g n o r t h e r n l y on t h e e a s t s i d e of G r e e n e S t r e e t t o t h e p l a c e of 

t h e b e g i n n i n g . 

A d d r e s s L i s t . ' • - . . < 

500-542 W. P r a t t S t r e e t 
519-535 W. P r a t t S t r e e t 
110-124 S. Paca S t r e e t 

See C o n t i n u a t i o n Shee t No. 7 f o r Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (cont inued) 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundar ies of the Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t North and South a r e a was 
t i g h t l y confined to inc lude a p a r t i c u l a r type of s t r u c t u r e t h a t s u r v i v e s in 
what was once the i n d u s t r i a l cen te r and garment d i s t r i c t for downtown Bal t imore . 
The m a j o r i t y of t h e b u i l d i n g s in these d i s t r i c t s can be ca tegor i zed by s i z e , 
m a t e r i a l s , h e i g h t , d a t e , a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e and o r i g i n a l useage , as fo l l ows : 

Size: These b u i l d i n g s a r e b u i l t on l a r g e l o t s , g e n e r a l l y over f i f t y f e e t wide, 
an i n d i c a t i o n of the s i z e of i n d u s t r i e s t h a t o r i g i n a l l y occupied them. 
They a r e not outgrowths of smal le r , o lde r s t r u c t u r e s . Most of them 
requ i r ed the combination of smaller l o t s in o rde r to bu i ld f a c t o r i e s 
of t h i s s i z e . 

M a t e r i a l s : The b u i l d i n g s have b r i c k facades ( p r i m a r i l y red b r i c k , but t a n or 
buff b r i c k i s a l so s e e n ) . Cast i ron and s tone d e t a i l i n g i s u s e d , but t h e 
d i s t r i c t s r e t a i n a s t rong b r i ck c h a r a c t e r . The c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l s 

5 a r e d i f f e r e n t from t h e c a s t i ron facades of o t h e r , e a r l y i n d u s t r i a l 

b u i l d i n g s in t h e v i c i n i t y . 

Height : The b u i l d i n g s a r e g e n e r a l l y from f i v e to seven s t o r i e s h igh . They a r e 
d i s t i n c t i v e from the smaller commercial s t r u c t u r e s on Bal t imore S t r e e t 
and o t h e r ad jacen t a r e a s . 

Date: Most of t h e b u i l d i n g s d a t e from 1880 to 1910. They r e p r e s e n t a break 
from e a r l i e r nar rower , l o f t type facades t h a t were o f t en b u i l t wi th c a s t 
i r on f a c a d e s . The Abel l Building which was b u i l t c . 1875 i s t h e e a r l i e s t 
of t h i s type of s t r u c t u r e . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S t y l e : Most of the bu i ld ings have V i c t o r i a n , Romanesque or 
e a r l y modern i n d u s t r i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e a l s t y l i n g wi th some Neo-Class ica l 
d e t a i l s . They d i f f e r from some of t h e e a r l i e r i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s 
which have Queen Anne d e t a i l i n g , the I t a l i a n Rennaissance s t y l i n g of 
c a s t i ron s t r u c t u r e s or a r e enlargements of t r a n d i t i o n a l Bal t imore 
rowhouses or s t o r e f r o n t s . 

Or ig ina l Use: Al l of the b u i l d i n g s (except for t h e former l i v e r y s t a b l e a t 
518-524) were b u i l t for i n d u s t r i a l u s e s . Most housed a s i n g l e or many 
garment i n d u s t r i e s . They d i f f e r from t h e smal le r commercial b u i l d i n g s 
t h a t were used for r e t a i l i n g as wel l a s i n d u s t r i a l u s e a g e . 

The U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland bu i ld ings p rov ide a sharp boundary to t h e 
d i s t r i c t s on the wes t . Both new and o l d , t h e s e b u i l d i n g s d i f f e r in s t y l e , 
s i z e , he igh t and u s e from t h e Loft D i s t r i c t Nor th . The b u i l d i n g s in t h e 

>, :\ 

See Cont inua t ion Sheet No. 8 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (cont inued) 

400 block of West Balt imore S t r e e t a r e g e n e r a l l y smal ler commercial s t r u c t u r e s . 
Some have c a s t i ron f r o n t s . The b u i l d i n g s in the 300 block of West Balt imore 
S t r e e t a r e p r i m a r i l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of e a r l i e r , narrow l o f t s , vacan t l o t s and 
parking s t r u c t u r e s . A few bu i ld ings in t h e 400 block of West Redwood S t r e e t 
were excluded s ince they were of smal le r he igh t and s t y l i s t i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t from 
the Loft D i s t r i c t b u i l d i n g s . The b u i l d i n g s in the 300 block of West Redwood 
S t r e e t inc ludes t h e r e a r s of b u i l d i n g s t h a t f ron t on Bal t imore S t r e e t and a 
v a r i e t y of smal le r commercial b u i l d i n g s , vacant l o t s and parking g a r a g e s . The 
grouping of b u i l d i n g s a t t he nor thwes t corner of Lombard and Eutaw S t r e e t s a r e 
smal ler commercial b u i l d i n g s t h a t f ron t on both s t r e e t s . Across Eutaw S t r e e t i s 
a new f i r ehouse and h i s t o r i c Bromo S e l t z e r Tower. Opposi te Lombard S t r ee t i s 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e of a new h o t e l t h a t i s a p a r t of t h e newly developing 
ho t e l row t h a t w i l l inc lude a Howard Johnsons , Days Inn and Holiday Inn . The 
500 block of West Lombard S t r e e t i n c l u d e s some Un ive r s i t y b u i l d i n g s , an ea r l y 
r e s i d e n c e , two smal ler i n d u s t r i a l s t r u c t u r e s and s i n g l e l a r g e , b r i c k , v e r t i c a l 
manufactory. This bu i ld ing a t 509 West Lombard S t r e e t i s s i m i l a r to the l o f t 
s t r u c t u r e s , but was excluded because i t i s i s o l a t e d from o t h e r l o f t b u i l d i n g s , 
and l a c k s t h e s t r e e t s c a p e i n d u s t r i a l c h a r a c t e r of Paca, Redwood and P r a t t S t r e e t s . 
C lea r ly t h i s b u i l d i n g and o the r l o f t type s t r u c t u r e s in t h e immediate v i c i n i t y 
inc lud ing t h e Johnston and Rombro b u i l d i n g s on Howard S t r e e t a r e Nat iona l 
Reg i s t e r e l i g i b l e e i t h e r i n d i v i d u a l l y or a s p a r t of a themat ic l o f t a r e a . They 
a r e however, i s o l a t e d from the Loft D i s t r i c t North and South enc laves and l a c k 
t h e i r s t r e e t s c a p e s , cohes iveness and c h a r a c t e r of a d i s t r i c t . D i r e c t l y eas t 
and south of t h e Greenehouse complex i s a one s t o r y a u t o - o r i e n t e d use and 
smaller commercial b u i l d i n g s . 
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10, Geographical Data , 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Cont inuat ion Sheets Nos. 6, 7 and 8 . 
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Loft District South B-4094 
Baltimore, Maryland 
N. side 500 block West Pratt St. 
Fred B. Shoken July 1984 
Neg. at CHAP 

View looking NE 
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Loft D i s t r i c t South B-4094 
Bal t imore , MD ' 
Marco (Heywood Brothers ) Building 
536-42 W. P r a t t S t . 
Fred Shoken, July 1984 
Neg. at CHAP 
View looking NE 
2/11 





Loft District South B-4094 
Baltimore, MD 
532 W. Pratt St. 
Fred Shoken, July 1984 
Neg. at CHAP 
View looking no r th 
3 /11 





Loft District South B-4094 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Paca - Pratt Building, secondary entrance detail. 
110 S. Paca Street 
Fred B. Shoken, July 1984 
Neg. at CHAP 
View looking west 
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Loft District South B-4094 

Baltimore, Maryland ' 
Paca-Pratt Building 
110 S. Paca St 
Fred B. Shoken, July 1984 
Neg. at CHAP, Baltimore, MD 
View looking NW 
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Loft District South B-4094 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Paca -Pra t t Bui ld ing , 110 S. Paca S t . 
Fred B. Shoken, July 1984 
Neg. a t CHAP, Bal t imore , MD 
View looking NW 
6/11 





Loft District South 
B a l t i m o r e , MD B-4094 
Green House - O r i g i n a l Granger Bldg 
519-525 W. P r a t t S t . 
Fred B . Shoken, J u l y 1984 
Neg. a t CHAP, B a l t i m o r e , MD 
View l o o k i n g SE 
7/11 





Loft District South 'B-4094 
Baltimore, MD 
Greenhouse - Original Granger Bldg 
Archway detail 

Fred B. Shoken, July 1984 
Neg. at CHAP, Baltimore, MD 
View looking south 
8/ll 





Loft District South 
Baltimore, MD B-4094 
Greenhouse rear showing mural 
Fred B. Shoken, July 1984 
Neg. at CHAP, Baltimore, MD 
view looking north 
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Loft District South (borders of district) 
Baltimore, MD 
W. Side 100 block S. Paca St. B-4094 
Fred B. Shoken, July 1984 
Neg. at. CHAP 
View looking Northwest 
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Loft District South (borders of district) 
Baltimore, MD 
500 block Washington Blvd. 
Fred B. Shoken, July 1984 B-4094 
Neg. at CHAP 
View looking north 
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